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Two island cities, surrounded by sea, punctuated by mountains
- Hong Kong and Penang are related yet distinct, familiar yet
strange, close yet distant.

Over Mountain Over Sea explores this gap which connects and
separates the two cities. In a body of work created for Blank
Canvas’s new home at Lorong Soo Hong in George Town, South
Ho Siu Nam, known for his gentle yet perceptive photographs of
his hometown Hong Kong, turns his eye on the streets, hills and
waters of Penang.

Approaching George Town as a flaneur — a wanderer, walking the
streets with a photographer’s eye - he investigates the character
of the island in broad strokes and fine detail. But he is also a
traveller, a Hongkonger, and in each image he finds echoes of his
own home.

Alongside photography and video, South Ho ventures into new
mediums for this exhibition with tin sculptures and a kinetic
installation. A Datuk Gong shrineis reimagined as a set of painted
bamboo blinds and tin pineapples, rearranging the iconography
of Penang’s living cultural symbols into something both familiar
and new.

Forus Penangites, Over Mountain Over Seainvites us tolook at our
hometown through Hong Kong eyes, to become aware of what is
constant and whatis changing, whatis shared and what is unique,
what is said and what is left unsaid.

A dusky leaf monkey watches the sun play on the water from a
rooftop on Penang Hill, with Gurney Drive and its land reclamation
before her. Somewhereinvisibly overthe horizon, VictoriaHarbour
and the Peak gaze back.
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Artist
Statement



When | arrived in Penang, time felt suspended, as if the city had
paused in an earlier era. The visible traces of history and everyday
life struck me, and coming from Hong Kong, | experienced a quiet,
unspoken wonder.

While exploring the city’s past, | sense echoes of a familiar era.
The two cities are like distant relatives meeting after decades
apart: they share some experiences, then part ways to follow
their own unique paths and cultures.

Unlike those who came before me, | did not travel by sea. Looking
down from the sky, | crossed vast oceans and rolling hills before
finally reaching Penang, an island embraced by

the sea. No matter the era, people have always had to move over
mountains and over seas. This distance connects us, and yet it
separates us.

With photographs in hand and moments borrowed from
observation, this exhibition brings me back here once again.

At every unfamiliar road sign, | find myself smiling inwardly and
asking: am | searching for a path?

Yet, no matter how many paths | walk, | remain a lost traveller.

Translated from Cantonese by Tan Wey Chynn
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. 1 Traces of Two Cities

L 30 7] \E
= T 4K video
15 min 42 sec
& Editionof 3 +1 AP

= ‘ 2025
6E

2 Beautiful New World
ERMmER

(Beautiful New World EEHTHR)

%00 (Pineapple Pinang Tree BEZR 1 10 1H)

== (You’re Welcome ERill | 7R)
Acrylic paint on motorized bamboo

curtain

% 180cm % 280cm each
Unique

2025

6F
6G
6H

3 Band of lucky brothers and sisters

BEZR J\ 52 55 3%h 3%

Tin bismuth alloys, acrylic paint

Blue 8
/\ 4.5cm (W) x 5.0cm (L) x 12.0cm (H)
White Hf&

)

4.5cm (W) x 4.5cm (L) x 11.2cm (H)
Black 26&

4.5cm (W) x 4.5cm (L) x 11.7cm (H)
Red 41 &
4.5cm (W) x 4.6cm (L) x 11.7cm (H)
Yellow &

4.6cm (W) x 5.0cm (L) x 11.6cm (H)
Green 5 &
4.5cm (W) x 4.8cm (L) x 11.4cm (H)
Brown 1§
4.8cm (W) x 4.8cm (L) x 11.7cm (H)
Pink ¥4I 6&

4.5cm (W) x 4.6cm (L) x 11.5cm (H)
Edition of 1+ 1AP

2025

4 Twins
L3 0)
Bronze frame, archival inkjet print
26cm x 28cm X 18cm
Unique
2025



* 5 Over Mountain Over Sea 1-4

Nial3@is 1-4

= T Archival inkjet print
112 cm x 152 cm each
* Editionof 3 + 1 AP
55 ‘ 2024-2025
6E

6 Lostin Jalan

3
Galvanised iron sheet
ZOZOZ Al No Parking AEEAH

60mm
1681 | ove Lane Z1&FH

68.4cm (L) x 29.4cm (W)
: 16C1 | ove Lane 5

63.5cm (L) x 24.5cm (W)
1601 No Parking /{5 5H

45mm
. [E] Lorong Soo Hong M5 &
6F 112cm (L) x 24.5cm (W)
:‘: I5F1 Berhenti {S1E

60cm (L) x 60cm (W)
661 Jalan Sehala BE{Ti&

70cm (L) x 37.5cm (W)
/\ [6H] | ebuh Armenian &XFEAE
100cm (L) x 24.5cm (W)

Editionof 1+ 1AP
2025

* City Flaneur - Penang
ImThiebEE - S
Inkjet print on reusable sticker
Dimensions variable
Editionof 1+ 1AP
2024-2025



Traces of Two Cities
4K video

15 min 42 sec
Editionof 3 +1AP
PAVPAS

2307 \EG

4K 1%

15 5388 42 #
REL 3+ 1AP
2025
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Beautiful New World

(Beautiful New World)

(Pineapple Pinang Tree)

(You’re Welcome)

Acrylic paint on motorized bamboo curtain
180cm x 280cm each

Unique

2025

SRR
(EREFTIH5R)
(B 2 1= KR A5Y )
(R E 2k)
RIGEER, BB
£18022%9 X 28024
Y& hi

2025
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Band of lucky brothers and sisters

Tin bismuth alloys, acrylic paint

Blue 4.5cm (W) x 5.0cm (L) x 12.0cm (H)
White 4.5cm (W) x 4.5cm (L) x 11.2cm (H)
Black 4.5cm (W) x 4.5cm (L) x 11.7cm (H)
Red 4.5cm (W) x 4.6cm (L) x 11.7cm (H)
Yellow 4.6cm (W) x 5.0cm (L) x 11.6cm (H)
Green 4.5cm (W) x 4.8cm (L) x 11.4cm (H)
Brown 4.8cm (W) x 4.8cm (L) x 11.7cm (H)
Pink 4.5cm (W) x 4.6cm (L) x 11.5cm (H)
Editionof1+1AP

2025
BEZR/\ 52 5B 9% 3%

il &, RIEEER

BB 4509 (B) X 5.029 (R) X 12.0259 (&)
98 4.509 (B) X 4.529 (R) X 11.22459 (/)
EMm 45097 (B) X 4529 (R) X 11.72%9 (&)
@ 45097 (B) X 4.629 (R) X 11.7a% (&)
=B 4.6 (B) X5.029 (R) X 11.629 (/)
BB 4527 (B) X 4.829 (R) X 11425 (&)
8B 4.8 (B) X 4.829 () X 11.729 (5)
WAL 4.5 (B) X 4.629 (B) X 11.528% (&)
hREL 1+ 1AP

pAVYAS
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Twins

Bronze frame, archival inkjet print
26cm x 28cm x 18cm

Unique

2025

Shafa

£ S AEAE , WiR AR B == 4T E[]
262397 X 282397 X 181353
15 hig

pAVYAS
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Over Sea Over Mountain 1-4
Archival inkjet print

112 cm x 152 cm each
Editionof 3 +1AP

2024-2025

XalXiaig 1-4

WAt ik 4% U 25 4T EI]
£1122%9 X 15223%
hRE% 3 + 1 AP
2024-2025

L4




Lost in Jalan

Galvanised iron sheet

Jalan Sehala 70cm (L) x 37.5cm (W)
Berhenti 60cm (L) x 60cm (W)

No Parking (60mm)

No Parking (45mm)

Love Lane 63.5cm (L) x 24.5cm (W)
Love Lane 68.4cm (L) x 29.4cm (W)
Lebuh Armenian 100cm (L) x 24.5cm (W)
Lorong Soo Hong 112cm (L) x 24.5cm (W)
Editionof1+1AP

2025

15
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BITIE 7025 (R) X 37.52% (R)
ZFIE 6025 (R) X 6029 (H)
NS (602K)

NEEA (452K
ZIEE 63.507 (R) X 24.525 (
ZEE 68.42%7 (R) X 294257 (
EELE 10025 (R) X 24.50%9 (H)
NEE 112257 (R) X 24.529 (R)
FREL 1+ 1AP

2025
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City Flaneur - Penang

Inkjet print on reusable sticker
Dimensions variable
Editionof1+1AP

2024-2025

IrhiEiEE - &
IEEFTEN, n] 48 E A ALAR
RYAE

FREL 1+ 1 AP

2024-2025
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Opening 6 September 2025, Saturday
é6pm -8pm
7pm | Introduction

=] 202549868 T4
[ = |
655 £ R _E8%S

e E7RE | 4B

Artist Dia Iog ue 7 September 2025, Sunday
2pm - 3pm

Conducted in Cantonese, with
English translation provided.
Registration required

Join us for an artist sharing session with South Ho Siu Nam,
in conversation with KY Leong, founder of Blank Canvas. The
session will explore Over Mountain Over Sea, South’s upcoming
exhibitionatBlank Canvas,and how hisresearchinPenangshaped
the works on view. Beyond the exhibition, South will reflect on
his artistic practice which extends from his experiences working
with institutions and fellow artists to his independent art space
in Hong Kong and Tainan, Taiwan. This conversation offers a
chance to gain deeper insight into South’s creative process and
his ongoing dialogue with the cities and communities that inform
his work.

%= 20255987
285 E 3%,

kLB FRETT, WiefAREBEE,

HEEMR, FREAES

= | 111

BEEEMKRMEIKE (South Ho Siu Nam) E2 Blank Canvas &l#i A
KY B9 9 ZAS B £ South BRi7E Blank Canvas BHEY
(W Xi@E®z), TR hERBHNETFRAETINAEZEZERBEIR,
fRTREZIM, South W EMEENER LR EELKE, 1CaH
B, 2WKREE, HItEEENSEKER/RITHNAIE, ERRARD
ERNT #% South BIEIM{ER RS, UM EREIFH M2 MSER
FHBYEI S
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View
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Artist
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HO Siu Nam, South

South Ho Siu Nam’s (b. 1984, Hong Kong) artistic practice is
centered around photography, a point of departure from which he
delves into other mediums including mixed-media, performance,
and video. His photographs integrate drawing and painterly
interventions,imbuedwith personalreflectionsandobservations.
These works transcend mere documentation, being emotive,
introspective, and conceptual. Ho’s works coalesce individual and
collective consciousness surrounding place and time, unfurling
his ongoing dialogue with the city he calls home.

Ho’s works have been exhibited at international institutions
including M+ (Hong Kong, 2024), Chinese Cultural Center of San
Francisco (San Francisco, 2023), Saatchi Gallery (London,2023),
Para Site (Hong Kong, 2023), Museum of Contemporary Art Taipei
(Taipei, 2021), National Museum of Modern and Contemporary
Art (Seoul, 2020), Asia Society (Hong Kong, 2019), San Francisco
Museum of Modern Art (San Francisco, 2018), Centre for Heritage,
Arts and Textile (Hong Kong, 2018), Museum Folkwang (Essen,
2015), Casal Solleric (Palma de Mallorca, 2015) and Kiyosato
Museum of Photographic Arts (Yamanashi, 2014), among others.
Ho has recently participated in the 8th Yokohama Triennale 2024.

27



In 2022, Ho co-founded NewPark, as a revamp of 100 ft. PARK, a
non-commercial art space that he runs with Billy HC Kwok and
researcherMichelle W T Wong, seekingtoinstigate conversations.
In2009, he wasawardedthe Hong Kong Contemporary Art Biennial
Awards.HisworkiscollectedbytheBurgerCollection(HongKong),
M+ (Hong Kong), Hong Kong Heritage Museum, the Legislative
Council of Hong Kong, Kiyosato Museum of Photographic Arts
(Japan),SanFranciscoMuseumofModernArt(USA)andVancouver
Art Gallery (Canada).PublicationsbyHoinclude Spaceand Energy
(commissioned by Tai Kwun Contemporary, 2017), good day good
night (2015), and Every Daily (2013).

Ho currently lives and works in Hong Kong.

Website : sixsixho.com
IG : @southhoéé6

28
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Behind the
Exhibition
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Exhibition Team

R E B X

Project Advisor I5E kR
Leong Kwong Yee 2 EH
Alfred Cheong R#REK

Project Manager IHH 518
Koe Gaik Cheng 5 E&

Project Assistant JE B ByIE
Lee Shin Uei Z=EfXET
Ong Yue Han ;EF &

Production B=E ¥
Lim Wei Ming #4488

Lim Yi Zhe #3835

Graphic Designer F %5t
Jwohan Lim M E;X

Copywriter X%
Joél Lim Du Bois

Translator 2=
Jlee Solution
Tan Wey Chynn PRE &

Media Liaison I BERik4R
Jlee Solution

Social Media #13Z1% &
Lee Shui Hoek Bk &
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Artwork Production

Emm 2 {EE [
Beautiful New World ERE iR
Painter Zf

(Beautiful New World EEF it 5R)
Lye Advertising & Design (Oon Ewe Nai) %,

% (BAH)

A
Of

(Pineapple Pinang Tree BE 3R 1& Hh &)
(You’re Welcome £l E ZR)

Lee Shui Hoek (Lead) B7k$§ (4AE)
Ong Yue Han ;EF &

Yang Yuxin 2 F8X

Yap Shin Yin H{#%

Traces of Two Cities £i5/\igd

Ramondrapher &%
South Ho Siu Nam (Penang & Hong Kong) {AJkf (18 & &)

Lee Shui Hoek (Penang) =m7Kf& (1&1%)
Ramond Ho (Hong Kong) (& #)

Editor BU§E
Ramond Ho
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Chin Wai Kong FR1Z %

Chin Cian En PREER

Cultprint & Team

DJ W8I

Hin Bus Depot & Team

Howard Tan

Kamil

Low Chee Peng

Masud Rana

Ope Builders (Gary) & Team
Penang Art District

Penang Hill Corporation #5ELL#1&
Seven Terraces

Siah Li Peng iR :
Sim Chan PREY
Tek Sen Restaurant
TLM Event

Tong Yong Siang & 7k #*
Trevor Yeung 15 i &
Verson Ong
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BLANK
CANVAS

85, Lorong Soo Hong,
10200 George Town,
Penang, Malaysia

Thursday - Monday | 12pm—7pm
Free Admission

WhatsApp : +6016 246 6814
Website : blankcanvas.my
Instagram : blankcanvas.penang

Email : info@blankcanvas.my



